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to Walto

other eventful and highly successful term has

me to an end. In November, planning permission

granted for our new Performing Arts Centre

and a ceremony, attended by Mayor Euan Henderson,
was held last week to mark the beginning of the
construction phase. Mayor Henderson and his wife Clir
Irene Henderson, are enthusiastic supporters of the
Performing Arts at Walton High having attend both
Notre Dame and Hercules. The new theatre, with its fly
tower and orchestra pit, is due to open in January 2011
and plans for the inaugural performance are well under

as part of the Leaders in International Development
Programme. Mrs Christine Bowman will be Acting Principal
in my absence. | am very much looking forward to both
the professional and personal challenge and believe this
placement will also bring many benefits to Walton High
as we develop the global dimension of our curriculum.
I will be sharing my experiences through a blog at
www.head2ghana.blogspot.com. Whi |l st |
temperatures of up to 42°C in the Upper East Region of
Ghana, there is a possibility that it might snow here! As
ever, our aim will be to keep the school open, but this is
always subject to enough staff arriving. Parents will
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way. be notified of any closures by a message on the

The Parentsd Consultatiomomeepiageg ofn tNoevesnblreool 6s w
looked at possible changes to the school day, procedures  posted at 8.00am.
for reporting to parents and the proposed new curriculum | 6 d l'ike to take this opport

models for Key State 4. Feedback on the evening was
very positive. The next stage will be to consult with a
focus group of students before any final decisions are
made.

As parents and students are aware, | will be on
secondment to the Ghana Education Service next term

holiday and a happy and healthy New Year.

Michelle Currie, Principal
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10™ ANNIVERSARY
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SUMMER B ALL
A NIGHT AT THE QOSCARS

To celebrate the 10" anniversary of Walton High,
the Venture Trust is organising a Summer Ball with
dinner, music, dancing and other entertainment.
Tickets will be £55 per head or £500 for a table of
10, so get saving now and put the 10" July in your
di aries, so that you

Proceeds from the event will be going towards the
fixtures and fittings required for the new theatre: the
lights, curtains, sound equipment etc, which will give
added impact to performances and additional opportunities
for students and community to engage in the more
technical aspects of theatre production.

The organising committee will be meeting regularly
from 15" December, so watch this space for more details.
To reserve your table now email WHVT@waltonhigh.org.uk.

Marilyn Moffat, Chair to the Trustees
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Success in Worldwide
Robotics Tournament

Team Podster from Walton High
took the first steps in becoming
World Champions in the Worldwide
Robotics Tournament known as the
First Lego League.
Their first step was at the regional
finals held at Cranfield University on
December 2". Here they competed against twelve other
schools for a guaranteed place in the national final. Each
team has to compete in three other disciplines (research and

teBhhicl Preséhtitibns dhdteanfworld ds Rl the rBbbt. it

did they do? Their robot came first and the team were second
overall. Next stop the
National Finals in Janu-
ary 2010.
Courtenai  Terry-Smith
commented A | t
best day out of school
ever, a tremendous
atmosphere there,
superbl!o

The winning team.

Parents and students are reminded that the school closes at

‘;; 12.00 midday, Thursdayl7 December for the Christmas holiday.
(&

Walton High, Fyfield Barrow, Milton Keynes, MK7 7WH
Telephone: 01908 677954 www.waltonhigh.org.uk
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Young Chamber
Update

The past few weeks have been
very busy for students involved in
Wal ton Highds Yo

Global Entrepreneurship Week
in November provided students
with the opportunity to develop
their key Business and Enterprise
skills by meeting various members
of the local business community.

Business Breakfast

Walton High hosted a Business
Breakfast which gave students the chance to meet with many local business representatives, supported by the Chamber of Commerce. The breakfast
was really successful with over 25 different visitors attending, many showing a keen interest in working closely with Walton High. Not only was it an
opportunity to develop future links but also for Young Chamber students to speak with local business people which was a great experience for both
the students and visitors.

Partner School Competition

Young Chamber also hosted a Primary School competition during the Advanced Learning Day which involved twenty students from Years 5 and 6
from Wavendon Gate and Heronsgate School. Students visited Walton High where they worked in teams to design a product to promote recycling in
their primary school. Students had to trade in order to buy the materials they required to create their recycling station and each group was given a
fictional £450 to purchase materials and created a budget to plan the costs involved.

Each team presented their ideas and design at the end of t hee Ouwberlyit wasd
a very successful day which developed studentsd Ent er pr intaedcredive [déas. a

Another opportunity provided by the Young Chamber was networking and speaking to the many local business representatives at the MK Chamber
Of Commerce Environment Exhibition. Year 11 students reported on t h eltveayaonce-in-b-lfetirhe opportarky
for us to meet the owners of many unique businesses and talk to them. Perhaps one of the most unusual and fascinating was a machine that
absorbed humidity from the air and, through a series of complex filters, purified the water to make it drinkable. This experience has helped us become
confident enough to speak to people we have not met before and discuss how local businesses operate. Mr Southgate Business & Enterprise

Business & Enterprise

ung

Passion for Fashion STOP PRESS!

The objective of the day was for Year 9 to
produce an outfit and model in the fashion
parade to a quality even Gok Wan would
want to copy.

The main aims of the day was to discover who
makes our clothes and under what conditions
these workers are employed; this developed

Publishers to write two books. As a leading Business & Enterprise
school our brief was to produce a range of resources providing
students with an enhanced learning experience.

The detailed lesson plans and accompanying CD-ROM resources give

Teaching staff from Walton High were approached by Folens

an understanding of the need to adopt fair
trade policies and practices in the fashion
industry. The event culminated in students
designing and producing their own fashion
items from recyclable materials, assessing
their work and presenting them on the catwalk.

Year 10 Stock Market Challenge was next
to be filmed.

Students started the day by looking at the
current economic situation and understanding
why stock markets and share prices have
fallen so dramatically recently and how and
why this impacts upon the economy i this was
made even more realistic as students studied
how and why the 6Cred
They also looked at the global nature of mar-
kets, to understand how issues in America
have had international consequences. The
highlight of the activity occurred after break,
when the whole year group took part in a
simulation exercise based in the Hall. The
atmosphere was electric and replicated a real
stock market trading floor. There were even
groups who participated in insider trading 1
but as we know this d
Mr Slateré

Half of Year 7 took part in a Press Packers
challenge. Editorial teams were elected and
they competed with each other to produce a
newspaper and record a professional news

teachers the confidence to teach Business, Enterprise and Citizenship.
The teachers involved, Mrs Emma Charlton, Miss Charlotte East, Miss
Claire Golds, Mr Stephen Powell and Miss Carly Shadis were excited to
see the books arrive O6hot iohofevetads
yet there is no planned book signing pencilled in!
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Make it happen Research

A number of students were selected

during the Enterprise ALD. Their brief was simple i to investigate

and undertake research and development of possible products to
sell ahead of the Making it Happen Trade Fair due to be held on
Monday 14" December.

The researchers undertook a number
of investigations to explore quality

. and cost to see what viable products
As part of Enterprise Week, selected students were chosen could be made and sold asp part of

to participate in a competiti 0n|n&avkal £Businesd & ErfelprRd .
Communitiesod. Students wer e s e|swdesd A dided doduettagyhhaso (‘
" ‘ database as they were shown to been produced and pictures taken as 5 =

have an interested in careers relating evidence which then were relayed in
to the tasks involved. a formal presentations to their classes.
Well done team!

Enterprise
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The selected group of students spent the
school day creating a plan for a new sus-
tainable community. Experienced members

Caitlin McBurnie
Ted Cartwright

of the MK Partnerships planning depart- ihﬁlrrll_a Hnalal
ment and the wildlife conservationist from C?landleel:’ lglortimer
The Parks Trust worked alongside students .

Daisy Duke

for the whole day giving students help and

advice. Emily Mcintosh

Charlie Knight
Ben Goldsmith

The day started with a tour of the eco
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friendly development in Oxley Woods and T
i
i
i

the education centre where staff members Sophie Smith

of MK Partnership acted as the students Sarah Deacon

tour guides. Students were able to see what Michael Ansell

was involved in building a brand new devel-

opment and were talked through the impor- Year 7 Business & Enterprise students
tance of including different features (i.e. a made and sold a range of products
local centre or a park) that influenced the and services using their skills from
sense of community. Through looking at the their lessons in the unit of work called
show home and the education centre, stu- AiMaki ng | t. Stetantspvere
dents were also able to see different envi- taught about job roles, team working,
ronmental features that can be used in new communication, problem solving
builds. whilst working in a mini enterprise in

which their task was to research and
produce a product or service to be
sold to students of Walton High.

The whole group then spent the afternoon
putting together a plan for their new com-
munity with different groups focusing on
different areas of planning and presented AiThe day was a r e as
their findings to the MK Partnership team. and staff benefited from the Making It
The team picked the transport group as an Happen Trade Fair R
overall winner who had the very imaginative
idea to include speed boats and canal sys-
tems as part of their idea to encourage use
of public transport.

The Business & Enterprise lessons are
examples of how Walton High is at the
forefront of schools delivering Business B
& Enterprise education. |

Miss East, Leading Teacher, B&E

More details on the competition can be
found at: http://www.developingsustainablecommunities.com/

Parents and students are reminded that the
school closes at 12.00 midday on Thursday
17 December for the Christmas holiday.

School Reports

s part of the Global 2 2
AEnterprise week KS3 All students received their termly
students were invited to reports on Monday 14 December.
participgte in_ a Natiqnal
ggmpgf[;'°”cvrv';;’{;§°rgaeﬂf§g Parents are asked to complete the
Wallage and Gromit.  The final page of the report to confirm it
competition requires students .
to think of an idea for the has been received.
duoobs new busi .
prizes up for grabs students Please return this sheet to Student
have been making models : 2
and business proposals. To Services along with any requests for
find out more please visit http://www.crackingideas.com/competition/. contact with a Su bject Teacher.

Well done to all the students who have entered so far!



http://www.developingsustainablecommunities.com/
http://www.crackingideas.com/competition/

hercules, The Musical
It was definitely their time now!

Following the successes of Wonka, Charlie and Neverlandl ast year 6 blotrepr od
Dame, was set to be, and billed to be, the final chapter in a series of original productions
created for the Walton High audience. | was confident that our supportive audience
needed a fresh, altogether new experience and that it was time this creative journey

came to a close. The students thought otherwise...

Born out of a legacy fuelled by the very simple desire to entertain, over one hundred
Walton High students worked tirelessly as a team demonstrating that teamwork,
respect, commitment and creativity are very much alive and well in the young peo-

ple of Walton High. Hercules was a fantastic tribute to the work of a student

team with an energetic dedication and commitment producing their very best, who

would not take no for an answer. Her ed6s what our audience ha

il would just Iike to say how much | and Ihwsadaug
really professional performance and extremely good fun from beginning to the end. The girls even got
used to the bangs. o

rite char act er -stopaabout khe gharacterd, stonhang t a

ATheir favou
I the way home. 0

performances a |

AFor me, it was lovely to see | ot 9 am$omahingtbeg mves |
obviously put huge amounts of time, effort and coc
AThanks for a wonder ful evening. o

Awel | cereuees on ast night; thought it was wonderf ul
il just wanted to say how impressed | was with
were excellent and once again the orchestra was
AiThe performance is a credit to you and your tea
il saw it |l ast night, a brilliant performance, I

students outshone themselves, so confident! Looking forward to seeing future performances in the

new establishment! o

ACouldn't | eave without saying just how much | e
and | was so proud of the cast who did a fantastic job (as usual) and worked so well together... it
made me realise just how much | miss that side of Walton High. Please congratulate everyone on
an outstanding performance and | look forward to coming back for the next one in the new theatre!! o

The face masks were amazing and Josh'Canlgetimodbft i on
a copy of the DVD when it comes out? i let me know how much it is and how much | owe you for

the ticket. o

AiMany congratul ati ons t ohertulege c &hlad thegpleaburesof dttending v o | v
Tuesday and Friday's performances and had several "goosebump" moments when the whole cast
sang - truly brilliant! The performance was full of energy, amazing talent and fun, and was a joy to
watch. Notable outstanding performances came from Phil, Nymphs and the Muses - very well done
to you all.

The talented students and staff are a credit to the school and the local community and | felt
an overwhelming sense of pride to be associated with the school. Particularly evident following
Friday's performance was the strong sense of teamwork and mutual respect between the students
and staff. As many tears flowed from the audience as well as the students on stage following the
emotional and heartfelt speeches! The quality of the Performing Arts department and its students
demonstrates how well deserved the new Performing Arts Centre and Theatre is. | can't wait for
thenext production!!o

AJust h avitevast agjoy sakyng with you and the rest of the team again - you're doing great
things at Walton High and as many schools as possible should come and see the standard of
performancey ou ar e achieving there.o

iHats off to you and the staff and a BI G hats of
A credit to the school, their parents and of course, themselves.

Every year the performance of the students both on and off stage is nothing short of
miraculousand every year the skills on show are great

AThe department has created a | evel of expectati
to all aspects of Performing Arts. What particularly touched me this year was the mix of students
involved. It was not "the usual few" but a real reflection of the diverse community that is the WH
community. o

AfOn a personal note it was a real thyouikhovlldveit. hav
I*"m still waiting for my "Best Voiceover" award

AThanks again for making this old man very happ)
school . 0



From the bustling streets of France we travelled to the rowdy markets of Greece for the setting of this
yeards musical . Here we met characters |ike the
rather creepy Phil and our hero of the day Hercules. Through this we told a story of hope, belief, heroic
highs and epic lows. The audience were taken on an almighty journey around ancient Greece, in to
the jaws of monsters and to the slopes of Mount Olympus.

Over the last 5 years the standard of the shows
have risen and risen to the point where we have out
grown the space. The dancing, singing and acting
are at levels not even imaginable 5 years ago and
are fit, even, for a professional theatre. So this is the
last time a musical will ever be performed in the
school Hall, all the blood, sweat and tears, laughs,
cries and notes that have been shared, shed and
given in this space have created the amazing highs
of shows that audiences have enjoyed. Hercules
really was an amazing show as it was bigger, better
and funnier than ever before, with outrageous
costumes and characters yet still with touching
vocals and a heart warming story line of acceptance
and hope.

We worked for 10 hard weeks rehearsing nearly
everyday and when we were not rehearsing we
were learning lines, generally planning how to make
it an all round better performance and doing any
other of the many jobs that are needed to create the
amazing shows that are produced year after year.
Staff, students and parents work hand in hand at
every level to create the awesome final product.
From a concept script, to rehearsals, to the final
show, with a few nervous calls to the electrician in
between, each and every person enjoyed and has
memories to take away from this show and our last
adventure in the Hall.

We did have problems, yet we fixed them. We did
have scares, yet we faced them and every single
time we over came them we grew stronger as a cast
and as a creative team. We learnt a lot through the
process every year and probably this year we learnt
the most.

The story of Hercules is a rags to riches tale that
can in some way reflect what the show is; it starts at
nothing and becomes something. Hercules symbolises
something in all of us and that is probably one reason
why it will stay in the cast and audiences hearts for
ever

The last 5 years have been a long and memorable
journey in the Hall and | look forward to the new
challenges in the theatre with the same excitement
that | have when | look over Hercules. With this story
that starts with nothing and becomes something in

beauty
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Josh Atkinson, Phil

et
ot

t he

theat



