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6 January 2022 

 

Dear Parents 

COVID-19 Update 50 

 

Positive cases and the importance of asymptomatic testing 

Since 26 December, Walton High has received 162 reports of positive tests; 48% of these cases were in 

asymptomatic students.  This highlights the importance of students without symptoms testing regularly to 

help stop the virus spreading in school and the wider community.  Many thanks to parents and students for 

their overwhelming support of the testing programme.  You are playing an important role in protecting staff 

from the virus which in turn is enabling us to continue to deliver a high-quality education for all in challenging 

circumstances. 

Parents testing their children at home on the Monday before their return to school on Tuesday identified 14 

cases; whilst our onsite testing on the first day back identified an additional seven cases at our Brooklands 

campus and one at Walnut Tree. 

Today we carried out the second round of onsite testing.  This has identified 33 asymptomatic cases at our 

Brooklands campus and three at Walnut Tree.  Eleven of the cases at Brooklands were in Year 11 and 13 in 

Year 9.  We have discussed the relatively high number of cases in these year groups with the local public 

health team.  It is considered likely that most of these cases were acquired in the community over the holiday 

rather than the result of in school transmission.  However, we have been advised to test onsite all the 

Brooklands campus students in Year 11 and Year 9 again this coming Monday.  Students in these year groups 

are also advised to carry out home tests on Friday and over the weekend, especially if they are likely to 

meet vulnerable family or friends. 

Reporting absence 

If your child tests positive for COVID-19, this must be reported via the online form.  There is no need to report 

your child’s absence separately as the information submitted via the form is also sent to the Attendance 

Office. 

If your child is absent for any other reason, please use the most appropriate email address to notify the 

school: 

Brooklands Campus bl-attendance@mket.org.uk  

Walnut Tree Campus  wt-attendance@mket.org.uk 

P-16 (both campuses) p16attendance@mket.org.uk  

Due to the number self-isolating, about 14% of students are currently off school which is an absent rate about 

10% higher than we would normally expect at this time of year. 

To minimise the disruption to their education, teachers are setting work for students whose absence is 

authorised and who are well enough to complete some or all of the activities at home. 

http://www.waltonhigh.org.uk/
https://www.waltonhigh.org.uk/information/lfd-test-results/
mailto:bl-attendance@mket.org.uk
mailto:wt-attendance@mket.org.uk
mailto:p16attendance@mket.org.uk
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Confirmatory PCR tests following a positive LFD test 

As reported in the media, from Tuesday 11 January, asymptomatic people who test positive for COVID-19 no 

longer need a confirmatory PCR test but should still isolate in line with the current guidance.  People with 

symptoms should still book a PCR test. 

How to reduce self-isolation from 10 days to 7 days 

As advised in Update 49, it is now possible to reduce the length of self-isolation to seven days.  For students to 

benefit from this reduction they must have two negative LFD tests on Day 6 and Day 7.  The tests must be 

taken 24 hours apart.  The results from these tests must be reported to the school and the NHS.  If the 

negative test results are not reported to the school, students may not return on Day 8. 

Students ending self-isolation early will need to take an on-site LFD test upon their return which must return a 

negative result before they can attend lessons. 

We encourage all self-isolating students to test and report on Day 6 and Day 7 because if they are well and no 

longer infectious, we want them back in school as soon as possible. 

Distribution of home LFD tests 

All students will be issued with one pack of seven LFD tests tomorrow, even if they have opted into the onsite 

testing service the school continues to offer.  This should mean that students who test positive will always 

have home tests available to hopefully enable them to end self-isolation early if they test positive. 

When your child returns home tomorrow, please check that these scarce LFD test kits have found their way 

home. 

Open University Vaccine Centre 

The vaccination centre that is run out of the Open University’s Michael Young Building, Walton Drive MK7 6BB 
is currently offering Pfizer / Moderna and Astra Zeneca Vaccines. 

 

Walk ins are available for first, second and booster doses and they are also vaccinating 16/17-year-olds. 

 

Opening Times  

Today    2:30pm to 6:30pm 

Friday, 7 January 9am to 1pm and 2:30pm to 6:30pm 

Saturday, 8 January 9am to 1pm and 2:30pm to 6:30pm 

Sunday, 9 January 9am to 1pm 

Monday, 10 January 9am to 1pm and 2:30pm to 6:30pm 

Tuesday, 11 January 9am to 1pm and 2:30pm to 6:30pm 

12 and 13 January Closed  

Friday, 14 January 9am to 1pm and 2:30pm to 6:30pm 

Saturday, 15 January 9am to 1pm  

 

The centre will be vaccinating 11- 15 year-olds in the near future and we will let parents know when this 

service is available.  

 

Once again, I’d like to thank parents for their continued support as we work together for the benefit of your 

children’s futures. 

Kind regards 

 

Executive Principal 

https://www.waltonhigh.org.uk/information/lfd-test-results/
https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result
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Annex A 
 

Positive cases reporting in Milton Keynes on 5 January 2022 (https://coronavirus.data.gov.uk/) 

 

 

 

Case rate per 100,000 people for 7–day period ending on 31 December 2021 
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